2010
WALLER COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. The Waller County Fair will start Saturday, September 25, 2010 and runs through Saturday, October 2, 2010
2. Failure to comply with any of the following rules will result in the inability of the exhibitor to show and/or sell and possible disqualification from the Waller County Fair.
3. PARENT WORK RULE: For an eligible exhibitor to participate in any of the Junior Division categories (i.e., Livestock, Poultry, Colt, Rabbits, Arts and Crafts, etc.) their family will be required to perform a minimum of eight (8) hours per family of volunteer service of fair related activities.  This requirement must be met in order for the exhibitor to participate (show and/or sell) at the Waller County Fair. (if you tag-in a project but don’t bring it to the fair for any reason the work rule must still be met) Fair Secretary will furnish Chairpersons with adequate information to assure this work rule has been met. Parents that did not fulfill their work time at the 2009 fair will result in their family being ineligible to show during the 2010 WCF.  You may pay a $100.00 per parent fine for non-fulfillment of 2009 work time prior to your families 2010 fair tag-in..  You can sign up after June 1st on line by visiting our web page at www.wallercountyfair.org or you may contact the fair office at 826-2825.

4. The gates to the Fairgrounds will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight each day of the fair except on Saturdays where they will close at 1:00 a.m.

5. No person will be allowed to distribute advertising material or solicit in any way on the grounds without special permission from the WCFA.

6. The Chairman and his/her committee of each department will be responsible for submitting three (3) judges’ names and background information to the Fair Association for the selection of one (1) judge.  No judge will be allowed to judge more than two consecutive years in a row.  Each judge will receive a copy of the Waller County Fair Association’s General Rules and Regulations and a copy of the division rules.

7. Show/Sales of livestock, poultry and creative living entries are limited to boys and girls who are members of a Waller County 4-H Clubs, F.H.A. and F.F.A. Chapters, and Junior F.F.A. members.  The above members must reside in and/or attend a school in either Royal, Waller or Hempstead I.S.D. boundaries.  Member belonging to a Waller County 4-H Club, F.F.A. Chapter, Junior F.F.A. Chapter or F.H.A. Chapter attending Katy & Magnolia Schools, but who reside in Waller County for the duration of the project, are also eligible.  Students must be current members of a Waller County 4-H Club, F.H.A., F.F.A. or Junior F.F.A. by show date.  Students may not tag in, show and sell in the calendar year in which they graduate.

8. The exhibitor must have raised all agricultural exhibits.  Exhibitors must continuously and personally own and care for his/her livestock project throughout the feeding period, and must feed, care for, fit and exhibit the animal entered without aid or assistance from anyone other than parents, CEA, VAT or residents of Waller County and adjacent counties.  All exhibits entered must have been raised within the boundaries as stated in Rule #7.

9. Each Exhibitor and Exhibitor’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s) must sign the WCFA entry form acknowledging that he or she understands and will abide by the liability requirements and the Rules and Regulations of the Waller County Fair.  Each participant must turn in this entry form signed by the exhibitor, parents and CEA or VAT.  The entry form must be presented to division chairperson at time of tag-in.  If the Exhibitor does not sign this statement or entry form his/her application for entry will not be accepted.

10. No animal can be sold in any other Youth Auction and then be eligible to show and sell at the Waller County Junior Livestock Auction.

11. Age divisions are determined by the following criteria:
JUNIOR:  Youth will be considered a bonafide 4-H member as long as they are sitting in the third grade or 9 years old when school resumes in the fall.

SENIOR:  14-19 years of age as of September 1, 2010.
12. A Exhibitor in the Market, Colt & Poultry Division may tag and show animals/pens in each of the Market, Colt & Poultry Divisions.  An Exhibitor may use the assistance of another eligible Waller County Fair Exhibitor to help show the second animal/pen when competing in the same division categories.

13. Exhibitors are limited to sell only one animal or pen at the Junior Livestock Auction at the Waller County Fair, except for the Grand Champions and Reserve Champions of each division.  

14. Each Exhibitor may tag-in a maximum of two animals or pens per division.  Please see specific committee rules pertaining to tag-in limitations.

15. All exhibitors will be charged a one-time fee of $25.00 for the first project entered into the 2010 WCF and $10.00 per project thereafter. A $5.00 fee per project will be assessed on projects that are having DNA samples pulled.   All other non-market projects will be charged according to the rules of the respective project.  Only one (1) exhibitors’ pass will be issued per Exhibitor.  No Replacements.
16. ELIGIBILITY A: All Exhibitors will be responsible for showing their entries in the ring.  In cases of illness or conflict of school related function and provided it meets with the approval of the chairman of that department, he or she may have another eligible, 4-H, F.F.A. or Junior F.F.A. member assist, provided they meet the requirements as stated in Rule #10 herein.  ELIGIBILITY B: A WALLER COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION ELIGIBILITY FORM WILL BE REQUIRED BY EACH EXHIBITOR TO BE SUBMITTED AT CHECK-IN TIME.  SUBSTITUTIONS FOR SCHOLASTIC INELIGIBILITY WILL BE ALLOWED.  A WALLER COUNTY FAIR ELIGIBILITY FORM SHOWING ELIGIBILITY AND APPROVAL OF SUBSTITUTE EXHIBITOR BY COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON IS REQUIRED. Supervisors of Education will monitor the above-mentioned forms according to TEA guidelines.

17. Each animal entered for competition must be brought into the ring to be judged provided it has not been barred from exhibition.  Failure to comply will result in disqualification of all projects entered.

18. SPECIAL NOTICE: All animals will be checked upon entering the Fairgrounds and must meet all requirements of the Texas Animal Health Commission.

19. Any animal or bird that is sick or shows symptoms of any disease will not be allowed to remain on the Fairgrounds.

20. The Sifting Committee may determine animals and birds that may be shown.  Judges will be responsible for final sifts of Market Classes at the time of show.

21. Disqualified projects are not eligible for sale and must be removed from the Fairgrounds immediately after disqualification.

22. The showing of unethically fitted livestock at the Waller County Fair is prohibited.  Unethical Fitting, within the meaning of the rule, will be deemed to consist of any method altering the natural confirmation of any part of the animal’s body.  (Specificity will be addressed under individual division rules.)  Exhibitors found in violation of this rule will be immediately disqualified and shall remove the disqualified project from the Fairgrounds.

23. The use of diuretics, tranquilizers, sedatives, alcohol, or any drugs not approved for food animal use are specifically prohibited.  Drugs which are approved for food animals such as antibiotics, antibacterials, insecticides and vaccines all have withdrawal times prior to slaughter which must be strictly adhered to.  Exhibitors are encourages to consult with their veterinarian when in doubt.  All Grand and Reserve Champion animals and one animal chosen at random are subject to drug sample testing.  Order to be set by the division chairperson.  Any and all Exhibitors found in violation of this rule shall be immediately disqualified.  In addition, should residuals be found, either during the show or at time of slaughter by any method of inspection, the exhibitor will be disqualified, banned from showing and the buyer shall be due full refund, where applicable.

24. Exhibitors will be required to keep their spaces and stalls in a clean condition.  Before projects are released, exhibitor will be required to clean all stalls used by him/her to original condition.


25. All Exhibitors will furnish feed and watering troughs.

26. No overnight stays by exhibitors will be allowed.  

27. Unsportsmanlike conduct of exhibitors, parents and/or guardians will not be tolerated and will result in disqualification.  If any exhibitor, his/her representative, or guardian interferes in any way with the judges, shows disrespect to them, to the show or to any committee person, the management may withhold from such Exhibitor’s project check the amount of  $100.00 or take any other steps deemed appropriate.
28. Exhibitor, exhibitor’s immediate family member(s), exhibitor’s guardian(s) and/or representative(s), committeemen, volunteers, spectators and/or visitors, violating and/or not cooperating with security personnel, officers, division chairmen, committeemen and/or officials of the Fair in all matters, policy, these rules and regulations, parking, etc., may not be allowed to enter, tag-in, and/or participate, may have their entries cancelled, and /or may be ordered to exit and/or remove their exhibit(s) from the grounds immediately, and/or may forfeit all rights and privileges to enter, participate and/or exhibit in the future at the Waller County Fair.


29. Anyone causing a disturbance will be barred from the Fairgrounds for the remainder of the Fair.

30. It is the responsibility of the chairperson, committee members, exhibitor and parent to make sure the correct tagged animal is delivered to or loaded upon the proper trailer.  Swapping of animals will not be allowed!  If caught swapping your animal you will banned and forfeit all rights to participate in future fairs. (See Rule #28)  This rule applies to committee persons, exhibitors, parent(s) or any other persons (breeders, grandparents, friends, aunts, uncles, etc.) associated with the above mentioned.

31. Under NO circumstances should an exhibitor or parent ask for your project back after it has been sold thru the Jr. Livestock Auction or Freezer Sale.  Doing so falls under unsportsmanlike conduct. (See Rule #27)

32. Each Chairman will submit a list of all entries to the Fair Secretary before leaving the grounds, Thursday, September 30, 2010, and will submit final placing order to the secretary one hour after judging is completed.  ANY EXHIBITOR WISHING TO PULL-OUT (PO) THEIR ANIMAL FROM THE SALE ORDER; MUST SUBMIT REQUEST IN WRITING ONE (1) HOUR AFTER JUDGING ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 OR ANIMAL WILL BE SOLD THROUGH THE SALE RING.  FAILURE TO ABIDE BY THIS RULE WILL BAR EXHIBITOR FROM THE FOLLOWING WALLER COUNTY FAIR.

33. When there are less than three (3) entries in an open show, it shall be left to the discretion of the judge whether or not the entries are worthy of prizes.  The Exhibitor may furnish his/her own competition to be for an open show only.
34. Any animal accepted for show in the Junior Livestock Division shall be made available for use in the Junior Livestock Judging Contest.

35. PROTEST RULE: NOTE OF PROTEST MUST BE FILED IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY WRITTEN PROTEST WITHIN ONE HOUR OF CONCLUSION OF JUDGING OF EACH JUNIOR LIVESTOCK, COLT AND POULTRY DIVISION EVENT.  All protest must be made in writing and be accompanied by a deposit of $50.00 (cash) which will be forfeited if protest is not sustained.  If protest involves projects where DNA sampling will be used in the decision making process, persons filing the protest will incur the cost of the test.  Such protest must state plainly the cause, the complaint or appeal, and must be delivered to the committee or department chairman in charge of the show or exposition in which, the complaint originated.  Protest may be accepted prior to judging.  However, judging procedures will not be interrupted for protest investigation.  Depending on the basis of the protest, a decision may be withheld until a complete investigation is done.  NOTE: All exhibitors must remain with their project one (1) hour post completion of judging in the event that a protest is lodged. If your animal is disqualified you will have 4 hours from official notification from the office to remove your animal, if you do not follow this order you will be banded from all future fairs and will be fined $100 per hour for each hour the project is on the grounds. 
36. The Ethics Committee, consisting of all Committee Chairpersons, will monitor the grounds and the Exhibitor’s projects for the duration of the project.  The Ethics Committee shall have the authority to bring the Exhibitor, and Exhibitor’s project before the Executive Committee.

37. Termination of each Exhibitors project is suggested.  However, purchaser has the option to request the delivery, provided it does not conflict with the Texas Animal Health Commission Rules.  The Exhibitor shall be responsible for delivery to the buyer in accordance with the buyer’s instruction.  Exhibitors are responsible for delivery of processed broilers, turkeys and rabbits with receipt signed by the buyer as evidence of delivery.
38. No market animal may be removed from the Fairgrounds before 8:00 a.m. Sunday, October 3, 2010, without permission from the respective committee chairman.  The only exceptions to this rule will be the breeding livestock.

39. Unapproved removal of project animal will be considered unsportsmanlike conduct.  (See Rule # 27)

40. Exhibitors are responsible for the removal of their projects from the Waller County Fairgrounds from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. on the Sunday, October 7, 2010 following the Junior Livestock Auction.  The exhibitor must deliver their project to a destination designated by the final buyer.  Failure to comply with this delivery rule will result in a $100.00 delivery charge to be deducted from the Exhibitor’s check.  The Waller County Fair Association assumes no responsibility for the delivery or loss of the Exhibitor’s project.  The Exhibitors must sign delivery receipts before the Committee Chairman will release the animal.  The Exhibitor must also have proof of delivery signed by the buyer for the rabbit and poultry divisions before Exhibitor receives project checks.
41. Within fourteen (14) days of the sale, all Junior Livestock Auction Sale Exhibitors must return to the Committee Chairman “Thank You Letter(s)” to the buyer(s) in a pre-addressed stamped envelope(s).  The Committee Chairman will mail the letter(s).  Failure to comply will result in a $100.00 deduction from exhibitors sale check.  The $100.00 deduction does not remove the Thank You note requirement.

42. Participants of the Waller County Fair may only participate in one County Fair Junior Livestock Sale during one calendar year.

43. Any hardship cases must be brought to Committee Chairman in writing thirty (30) days prior to tag-in to be presented to the Executive Committee and to be voted on by the Board of Directors of the Waller County Fair Association.

44. Approximately, three weeks after sale, exhibitors need to pick up their summary sheet and pictures.  Exact time and date will be announced on the WCFA web page and by 4-H clubs and FFA leaders.  A form to be signed by the buyer that picture(s) have been received will be included with the summary sheet and pictures.  Signed form by buyer, parents and exhibitor will be required before check is issued.   
45. The management shall not be responsible or liable for any losses, accidents or injuries to any person, entry, animal or commercial exhibitor.
46. The Waller County Fair Association reserves to its Executive Committee the final and absolute right to interpret all Rules and Regulations and arbitrarily settle all matters, questions and differences thereto.
47. The Waller County Fair Association has adopted a ZERO TOLLERANCE POLICY.
